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Support for Brazilian and Other Children of Foreign Nationality Permanently
Settled in Japan

Masayuki Shibata

International Affairs Division

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

1. Number of Brazilian children and other nationalities
OAs of September 2007, it is estimated that there are around 10,000 children attending
public schools in Japan (As numbers are highly fluid it is difficult to state an exact figure,
but the above number is based on the number of children who have Portuguese as their
mother tongue and require Japanese language tuition).
OAs of December 2007, it is estimated that there are around 7,000 children of school age

attending 91 schools for Brazilian and Peruvian children .

2. Support policies by MEXT
OlImplementation of survey into the status of schools for Brazilian children (implemented
annually since 2005).
(OSupport for attendance at public schools in Japan
(Prior to attending school)
¢ Distribution of guidebook (explaining school entrance procedures, etc.) translated into
Portuguese and other 6 languages.
¢ Consultation services by “School Attendance Promotion Officer.”
e Establishment of pre-classes, to provide Japanese language tuition and appropriate
guidance towards attendance of Japanese public schools.
(After enrollment in school)
¢ Additional employment of teachers to engage in Japanese language tuition, learning
support etc. (Approximately 1,000 persons nationwide in 2008).
e Utilizing retired teachers and foreigners as support staff to provide Japanese language
tuition and additional learning support, etc.
e Establishment of support staff to as a liaison between schools and parents/guardians of

children about Japanese language tuition, etc.

(OJapanese language tuition in the community for Brazilian nationals and others
(There were 24 designated areas for support in 2008, with this figure scheduled to be
expanded to 40 in FY2009.)
e Establishment of parent/child Japanese language classes.
e Training of Brazilians of Japanese extraction as Japanese language instructors.

e Support for school meal expenses, etc., for families in financial difficulties.

(OCreating places for children
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e Efforts to create places for Brazilian children and children of other nationalities (Creation
of locations where Brazilian and other children can congregate, with implementation of

Japanese language tuition and additional learning support).

3. Future challenges

(OGaining an accurate picture of the movements in children, including those returning to the
homeland and those transferring to the public school system (City and town meetings,
implementation of surveys).

OSupport from other governments, such as Brazil and Peru.

(OEnhanced Japanese language tuition for Brazilian children and others (Where necessary
enabling children to transfer to public schools).

OEnhanced Japanese language tuition for Brazilian adults and other nationalities
(Broadening employment opportunities).

OPromotion of prefectural governor approval for Brazilian and Peruvian schools, therefore
enabling the provision of public prefectural resources (designation as special educational

institute).
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Support for Brazilian and Other Children of Foreign
Nationality Permanently Settled in Japan

Masayuki Shibata
International Affairs Division Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

1. Number of Brazilian children and other nationalities

O As of September 2007, it is estimated that there are around 10,000 children attending
public schools in Japan (As numbers are highly fluid it is difficult to state an exact figure,
but the above number is based on the number of children who have Portuguese as their
mother tongue and require Japanese language tuition).

O As of December 2007, it is estimated that there are around 7,000 children of school
age attending 91 schools for Brazilian and Peruvian children .

2. Support policies by MEXT
O Implementation of survey into the status of schools for Brazilian children (implemented
annually since 2005).
O Support for attendance at public schools in Japan

(Prior to attending school)

-Distribution of guidebook (explaining school entrance procedures, etc.) translated into
Portuguese and other 6 languages.

- Consultation services by “School Attendance Promotion Officer.”

-Establishment of pre-classes, to provide Japanese language tuition and appropriate
guidance towards attendance of Japanese public schools.

(After enrollment in school)

- Additional employment of teachers to engage in Japanese language tuition, learning
support etc. (Approximately 1,000 persons nationwide in 2008).

- Utilizing retired teachers and foreigners as support staff to provide Japanese language
tuition and additional learning support, etc.

-Establishment of support staff to as a liaison between schools and parents/guardians of
children about Japanese language tuition, etc.
O Japanese language tuition in the community for Brazilian nationals and others
(There were 24 designated areas for support in 2008, with this figure scheduled to be
expanded to 40 in FY2009.)

-Establishment of parent/child Japanese language classes.

- Training of Brazilians of Japanese extraction as Japanese language instructors.

- Support for school meal expenses, etc., for families in financial difficulties.
O Creating places for children

- Efforts to create places for Brazilian children and children of other nationalities (Creation
of locations where Brazilian and other children can congregate, with implementation of
Japanese language tuition and additional learning support).
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3. Future challenges

O Gaining an accurate picture of the movements in children, including those
returning to the homeland and those transferring to the public school system (City and
town meetings, implementation of surveys).

O Support from other governments, such as Brazil and Peru.

O Enhanced Japanese language tuition for Brazilian children and others.

O Enhanced Japanese language tuition for Brazilian adults and other nationalities
(Broadening employment opportunities).

O Promotion of prefectural governor approval for Brazilian and Peruvian schools,
therefore enabling the provision of public prefectural resources (designation as special
educational institute).
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Transitions in the Numbers of Foreign Children
Enrolling in Public Schools in Japan

As of May 2008, the number of foreign schoolchildren enrolled in public elementary,
middle and high schools came to about 75,000. There had been a slight decline during
the past several years, but since FY2006, this has changed to an increase.

(persons) O elementary school B middle school
90000  [80393 [ high schaal
' 76,820
312
80000 | 74,662 73067 030 om|  [cos 208%
280
70000 | -
8,092
60,000
50,000
40000 r
30,000
20000 ¢ 46300 laa0d8 | fa2823| [4a213a)| |a1200| [arg00]| [42110]| [43120] [44595] 45401
10,000
0 I I ! L L 1 1 1 1 ]

FY1999  FY2000  FY2001 FY2002 ~ FY2003  FY2004  FY2005  FY2006 FY2007  FY2008

(As of May 1 of each year listed)

Source: Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology “School Basic Survey”
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Transitions

(1)

in the Numbers of Foreign Schoolchildren
Requiring Japanese-Language Instruction

The Number of Foreign Schoolchildren Requiring Japanese-Language Instruction

As of September 2007,

public elementary,

midd

le

and high

schools

instruction, for the highest number since such surveys began

about 25,000 of the foreign schoolchildren enrolled in
required Japanese-language

(persons)

30,000

25,000

20,000

15,000

10,000

5,000

school for the blind, deaf
and other disabled, 51

school for the blind, deaf
and other disabled, 49

school for the blind, deaf

and other disabled, 64

school for the blind, deaf
and other disabled, 72

FY1999
X Prior to FY2006, special support schools were known as schools for the blind, deaf and other disabled

FY2000

FY2001

school for the blind, deaf
and other disabled, 50

FY2002

school for the blind, deaf

secondary school, 10

school for the blind, deaf
and other disabled, 55

secondary school, 15

19,042 \19~673

FY2003

FY2004

FY2005

and other disabled, 70

school for special needs education, 84

secondary school, 23

school for the blind, deaf
and other disabled, 72

secondary school, 21 25411

FY2006

FY2007

s7dary school, 25

B school for
special needs
education

O secondary
school

O high school

B middle school

@ elementary
school

(2) The Number of Foreign Schoolchildren by the Language (Mother Tongue=First
Language) They Use in Daily Life

A look by the mother tongue of foreign schoolchildren indicates that Portuguese

accounts for the greatest number at 10,206 and 40% of the entirety. Portuguese
Chinese and Spanish together account for more than 70% of the total.
(persons)
30,000
25,000 f
20,000
15000 f
10,000 [
@ Other languages
O Spanish
5,000 B Chinese
@ Portuguese
0
FY1999 FY2000 FY2001 FY2002 FY2003 FY2004 FY2005 FY2006 FY2007 i
(as of September 1 of each year |isted)
Source: Ministry of Education, Cultures, Sports, Science and Technology: “Survey on the State of Acceptance of Foreign

Schoolchildren Requiring Japanese-|anguage Instruction”
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Measures Implemented by the Government
to Assist Foreign Schoolchildren

1. Placement of teachers to conduct Japanese-language instruction, etc., for foreign
schoolchildren

The National Treasury will bear 1/3 of the remuneration of teachers employed at
compulsory education-level schools through a special addition to the quota of teachers
handling Japanese-language instruction. (2007 Integration: 985; a reform of the 50-person
quota has been requested for within the FY2009 budget request)

A project for the placement of Japanese-language instructors for foreign schoolchildren
from the ranks of retired schoolteachers and external personnel to serve as part-time and
support-instructors (Budget request for FY2009: Y580 million, 14,000 personnel)

2. Implementation of training for Japanese-language instructors

Practical training primarily covering Japanese-language teaching methods is implemented
jointly by the National Center for Teachers’ Development and the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology for teachers and administrators like principals,
vice-principals, instruction superintendents engaged in education for foreign schoolchildren.
(once a year, for 4 days and about 110 people)

3. Preparation and distribution of enroliment guidebooks

So that foreign schoolchildren do not miss the chance to enroll in a public compulsory
education school, enroliment guidebooks (revised edition) containing information on the
Japanese education system and the procedures for enrolling in school have been prepared
in seven languages, including Portuguese and Chinese. They are distributed to both Boards
of Education and foreign embassies/consulates, etc.

4. Projects promoting acceptance of Japanese children returning from overseas and
foreign schoolchildren

Implement a model project with the task of evaluating the state of school admittance for
Japanese overseas returnee students, and promoting school attendance to foreign
schoolchildren not enrolled in school
(Examples of implementation content)

@®Implement finely detailed enrollment support activities utilizing “enrollment promotion staff.”
@ Implement pre-school classes for foreign children not yet enrolled in school

@ Supplementary Japanese-language instruction at school and the placement of support staff
proficient in the necessary foreign language(s) when contact and coordination are to be
carried out between the school and parents/guardians

@Establish a central school for the community, for the creation of a system that facilitates
student acceptance, through cooperation with local elementary/primary and middle schools

Budget request for FY 2009: Y301 million (proposal)
Budget request for FY 2008: Y223 million, 22 regions
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